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Course Description
Students in Kindergarten are emerging readers.   At this level, they will begin building strong foundational reading skills that will set them up 
for academic success. Students will be immersed in literacy throughout the school day. They will be provided ample opportunities to engage in 
activities that build phonemic awareness and phonics skills.  Students will respond to what they read, or what is read to them, by talking with 
peers and teachers. Students will work to develop decoding and comprehension skills.  Additionally, students will engage in the practice of 
word study. They will be taught to sort words by features (e.g. syllables, sound patterns, etc.). This practice supports beginning readers decoding 
and encoding skills while also reinforcing connections between words and their correct spellings and pronunciations. 
 
In Kindergarten, writer’s workshop engages students in writing about their lives and the world around them. Early in the year, students will 
draw and label pictures to tell stories. As the year progresses, they will be supported to add more text to their writing. Students will learn to 
write narratives, arguments (opinion), explanatory pieces, and reviews while applying the conventions of standard English grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling. 
 
Throughout the course of the school year students will be actively engaged in the processes of reading and writing and will develop a strong 
understanding of the concepts outlined in the Kindergarten English Language Arts Common Core Content Standards. A variety of 
instructional strategies should be woven throughout the literacy block to scaffold student learning in a gradual release model. A gradual release 
model ensures that students gain an increased level of independence in grade level skills while moving toward mastery of all standards. 

 
Course Resources 

1) Common Core State Standards 
2) Wonders Student Edition (Workbook and Anthology) 
3) Wonders Guided Reading Edition 
4) Wonders Teacher’s Edition  
5) www.starfall.com  
6) www.learningatoz.com 
7) http://www.learningatoz.com/ 
8) www.scholasticnews.com www.brainpopjr.com 
9) www.ixl.com 
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Unit 1 –Welcome to Kindergarten    
Marking Period One  
Unit 1 Overview:   
Foundational skills, which include letter recognition and rhyming, will be a major focus in this unit.  Students will be introduced to literacy 
centers and learn about different genres of texts.  High frequency word introduction begins. 
 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage in lessons and writing experiences that 
will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end 
of the unit students will be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting over the course of 
the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How are letters and sounds important? 
Ø How is reading understandable? 
Ø How are the different genres of texts identified? 
Ø How do we communicate with others? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will discover that letters and sounds are the building blocks for words. 
Ø Students will learn that readers use strategies to help them understand what is read. 
Ø Students will understand that readers recognize high frequency words by sight. 
Ø Students will be able to identify characteristics of different genres of text. 
Ø Students will be able to communicate with others through oral and written expression. 

 
Technology Infusion 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital applications and 



identify the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 

environments (i.e. games, museums). 
8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
8.1.2.A.6 Identify the structure and components of a database. 
8.1.2.A.7 Enter information into a database or spreadsheet and filter the information. 
 
Standards Addressed:   
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.A 
Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.B 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.C 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.D 
Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.E 
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.F 
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.A 
Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.B 
Recognize and name end punctuation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.C 
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.D 
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they 
are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 
and supply some information about the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
 
 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned Narrative rubric  
Ø Reading Wonders Unit Assessments  
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative) 
Ø Academic Vocabulary  
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing world. The most recognizable of these skills 
are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional 
intelligence, technological literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond rote 
memorization. 
 
 
Unit 2 My Neighborhood   
Marking Cycle One  



Unit 2 Overview:  The relationships between letters and sounds will be the focus for this unit. Reading comprehension skills and strategies will be 
developed based on specific genres. Students will continue working in literacy centers to strengthen their foundational skills and their ability to 
work independently. High frequency word introduction continues. 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage in lessons and writing experiences that 
will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end 
of the unit students will be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting over the course of 
the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How are letters and sounds important? 
Ø How is reading understandable? 
Ø How are the different genres of texts identified? 
Ø How do we communicate with others? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will discover that letters and sounds are the building blocks for words. 
Ø Students will learn that readers use strategies to help them understand what is read. 
Ø Students will understand that readers recognize high frequency words by sight. 
Ø Students will be able to identify characteristics of different genres of text. 
Ø Students will be able to communicate with others through oral and written expression. 

Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital applications and 

identify the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 

environments (i.e. games, museums). 
8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
8.1.2.A.6 Identify the structure and components of a database. 
8.1.2.A.7 Enter information into a database or spreadsheet and filter the information. 
 



Standards Addressed: 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.A 
Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.B 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.C 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.D 
Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.E 
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.F 
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.A 
Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.B 
Recognize and name end punctuation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.C 
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.D 
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they 
are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 
and supply some information about the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 



Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

1. Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned Narrative rubric  
Ø Reading Wonders Unit Assessments  
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative) 
Ø Academic Vocabulary  
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing world. The most recognizable of these skills 
are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional 
intelligence, technological literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond rote 
memorization. 
 
 
Unit 3 – The World Around Us   
Marking Cycle Two 
 
Unit 3 Overview:  The relationships between letters and sounds continue in this unit with the addition of blending phonemes to build words. 
Reading comprehension skills and strategies continue to be developed using different genres of texts.  Students will begin guided reading group 
instruction and word study differentiated groups will be initiated.  Independent learning centers will continue to be developed. High frequency 
word introduction continues. 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage in lessons and writing experiences that 
will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end 
of the unit students will be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting over the course of 
the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 



 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How are high frequency words identified ? 
Ø How are the different genres of texts we read identified? 
Ø How do we communicate with others? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will understand that readers recognize high frequency words by sight. 
Ø Students will be able to identify characteristics of different genres of text. 
Ø Students will be able to discover the notion that we can communicate with others through oral and written expression. 

 
Technology Infusion 
 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital applications and 

identify the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 

environments (i.e. games, museums). 
8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
8.1.2.A.6 Identify the structure and components of a database. 
8.1.2.A.7 Enter information into a database or spreadsheet and filter the information. 
 
Standards Addressed:   
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.A 
Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.B 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.C 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.D 
Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.E 
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.F 
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.A 
Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.B 
Recognize and name end punctuation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.C 
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.D 
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they 
are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 
and supply some information about the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

1. Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned Narrative rubric  
Ø Reading Wonders Unit Assessments  
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative) 



Ø Academic Vocabulary  
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing world. The most recognizable of these skills 
are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional 
intelligence, technological literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond rote 
memorization. 
 
 
 
Unit 4 – Making Discoveries    
Marking Period Two  
Unit 4 Overview:   
 
The relationships between letters and sounds continue in this unit with the addition of blending phonemes to build words. Reading comprehension 
skills and strategies continue using different genres of texts.  Guided reading group instruction and word study differentiated groups continue. 
Independent learning centers continue, as well.  High frequency word bank continues to build. 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage in lessons and writing experiences that 
will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end 
of the unit students will be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting over the course of 
the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How are letters and sounds important? 
Ø How is reading understandable? 
Ø How are the different genres of texts identified? 
Ø How do we communicate with others? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will discover that letters and sounds are the building blocks for words. 



Ø Students will learn that readers use strategies to help them understand what is read. 
Ø Students will understand that readers recognize high frequency words by sight. 
Ø Students will be able to identify characteristics of different genres of text. 
Ø Students will be able to communicate with others through oral and written expression. 

 
Technology Infusion 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital applications and 

identify the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 

environments (i.e. games, museums). 
8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
8.1.2.A.6 Identify the structure and components of a database. 
8.1.2.A.7 Enter information into a database or spreadsheet and filter the information. 
 
 
 
Standards Addressed: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.A 
Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.B 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.C 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.D 
Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.E 
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.F 
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.A 



Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.B 
Recognize and name end punctuation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.C 
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.D 
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they 
are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 
and supply some information about the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
 
Differentiation 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 

Ø Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned Narrative rubric  
Ø Reading Wonders Unit Assessments  
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative) 
Ø Academic Vocabulary  
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing world. The most recognizable of these skills 
are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional 



intelligence, technological literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond rote 
memorization. 
Unit 5 – Growing and Changing   
Unit 5 Timeline 
Marking Cycle 3  
Unit 5 Overview  
The relationships between letters and sounds continue in this unit with the addition of blending, segmenting, and substituting phonemes to build 
words. Various comprehension skills and strategies will be used with different genres of texts to strengthen reading comprehension. Guided 
reading group instruction and word study differentiated groups continue.  Independent learning centers continue, as well. The High frequency word 
bank continues to build. 
 
 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage in lessons and writing experiences that 
will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end 
of the unit students will be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting over the course of 
the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 
 
Essential Questions 
 

Ø How are letters and sounds important? 
Ø How is reading understandable? 
Ø How are the different genres of texts identified? 
Ø How do we communicate with others? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will discover that letters and sounds are the building blocks for words. 
Ø Students will learn that readers use strategies to help them understand what is read. 
Ø Students will understand that readers recognize high frequency words by sight. 
Ø Students will be able to identify characteristics of different genres of text. 
Ø Students will be able to communicate with others through oral and written expression. 

 
Technology Infusion 



8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital applications and 

identify the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 

environments (i.e. games, museums). 
8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
8.1.2.A.6 Identify the structure and components of a database. 
8.1.2.A.7 Enter information into a database or spreadsheet and filter the information. 
 
Standards Addressed: 
 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.A 
Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.B 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.C 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.D 
Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.E 
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.F 
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.A 
Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.B 
Recognize and name end punctuation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.C 
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.D 
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 



Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they 
are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 
and supply some information about the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 
Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned Narrative rubric  
Ø Reading Wonders Unit Assessments  
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative) 
Ø Academic Vocabulary  
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing world. The most recognizable of these skills 
are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional 
intelligence, technological literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond rote 
memorization. 
 
Unit 6 – Look at Us  
Unit 6 Timeline 
Marking Cycle 4 



Unit 6 Overview  
The relationships between letters and sounds continue as students blend, segment, and substitute phonemes to build words. Reading comprehension 
skills and strategies continue using different genres of texts.  Guided reading group instruction and word study differentiated groups continue. 
Independent learning centers continue, as well.  Students high frequency word bank continues to grow. 
Writing Component:  Narrative 
In this unit students will develop a strong understanding of the elements of fictional text. They will engage in lessons and writing experiences that 
will help them to master writing an effective story. Students will learn to develop strong characters with both internal and external traits. By the end 
of the unit students will be able to develop stories with two or three scenes that successfully develop character, plot and setting over the course of 
the story (Caulkins, 2014). Night Writes and Timed Writing Tasks will assist in strengthening of the writing content. 
 
Essential Questions 

Ø How are letters and sounds important? 
Ø How is reading understandable? 
Ø How are the different genres of texts identified? 
Ø How do we communicate with others? 

 
Essential Learning Outcomes 
 

Ø Students will discover that letters and sounds are the building blocks for words. 
Ø Students will learn that readers use strategies to help them understand what is read. 
Ø Students will understand that readers recognize high frequency words by sight. 
Ø Students will be able to identify characteristics of different genres of text. 
Ø Students will be able to communicate with others through oral and written expression. 

 
 
Technology Infusion 
8.1.2.A.1 Identify the basic features of a digital device and explain its purpose. 
8.1.2.A.2 Create a document using a word processing application. 
8.1.2.A.3 Compare the common uses of at least two different digital applications and 

identify the advantages and disadvantages of using each. 
8.1.2.A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate navigation skills in virtual 

environments (i.e. games, museums). 
8.1.2.A.5 Enter information into a spreadsheet and sort the information. 
8.1.2.A.6 Identify the structure and components of a database. 
8.1.2.A.7 Enter information into a database or spreadsheet and filter the information. 



 
Standards Addressed: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.A 
Print many upper- and lowercase letters. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.B 
Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.C 
Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ (e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.D 
Understand and use question words (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.E 
Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.1.F 
Produce and expand complete sentences in shared language activities. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2 
Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.A 
Capitalize the first word in a sentence and the pronoun I 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.B 
Recognize and name end punctuation. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.C 
Write a letter or letters for most consonant and short-vowel sounds (phonemes). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.K.2.D 
Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge of sound-letter relationships. 
Text Types and Purposes: 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.1 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or the name of the book they 
are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...). 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.2 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose informative/explanatory texts in which they name what they are writing about 
and supply some information about the topic. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.K.3 
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in 
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened. 



Differentiation 
 

Ø Modified Questions for Lower/Advanced Learners 
Ø Frequent check ins/close proximity monitoring 
Ø Creation of Anchor Charts for Extended Learning  
Ø Modified Assessments  

 
Assessments 
 

Ø Writing Assessments Using a PARCC aligned Narrative rubric  
Ø Reading Wonders Unit Assessments  
Ø Timed Writing Tasks (Narrative) 
Ø Academic Vocabulary  
Ø Daily Exit Slips 
Ø Stop and Jot 

 
 
21st Century Learning Connection 
 
"21st century skills" are the skills that today's students will need to be successful in this ever-changing world. The most recognizable of these skills 
are the 4C's: communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity. However, 21st century skills also include social and emotional 
intelligence, technological literacy and problem solving abilities. These skills emphasize "application of knowledge" and go beyond rote 
memorization. 
 


